
 

follows.  The Rajah’s Rice (Barry, 
1994) is a particularly well-
received piece of literature. This 
Indian folktale focuses on a clever 
girl named Chandra who loved 
elephants and numbers.  She was 
the Rajah’s elephant bather and 
when the elephants became sick, 
she was able to cure them.  The 
Rajah gave her the reward of her 
choice for curing the elephants.  
Her choice was the amount of rice 
it would take if the Rajah placed 
two grains of rice on the first 
square of his chessboard, four 
grains on the second square, eight 
on the next, and so on, doubling 
each pile of rice until the last 
square was reached. 

If the Rajah would have been able 
to complete the task, he would 
have needed enough rice to fill Mt 
Kilimanjaro.  This story helps 
parents and children to see the 
power of mathematical thinking 
and exponential growth.   
 (continued next page) 

The TEAM-Math project is working to 
improve mathematics education across 
east Alabama through providing profes-
sional development to teachers, devel-
oping teacher leaders, creating curricu-
lum guides and instructional materials, 
and improving the preparation of new 
teachers of mathematics. However, 
there is another important part to the 
equation of improving mathematics in 
our schools — parents! 

Parent Briefing 

TEAM-Math is involving parents in the 
mathematics education of their children. 
Last year, TEAM-Math held a briefing in 
November for parent leaders, including 
representatives of PTAs/PTOs from the 
12 TEAM-Math school districts. TEAM-
Math is working on another briefing for 
parents to be held this November. More 
than 70 parents and school representa-
tives attended last year.  They learned 
about TEAM-Math and experienced for 
themselves this teaching approach as 
they created fractions using geoboards, 

which are bright yellow squares with an 
array of pegs. A video of fourth and fifth 
grade students solving the same prob-
lem further enlightened parents about 
the power of actively engaging students! 

Another highlight of the briefing was a 
teacher’s perspective of the program, 
offered by Michele Matin, an eighth-
grade teacher from Opelika Middle 
School. She said, “Before [TEAM-
Math], I did all the talking. Now, my 
students work together in groups and 
present their results to the class. They 
are much more engaged in their own 
learning.” The session concluded with 
some tips for helping parents work with 
their children. (See below.) 

Multicultural Literature 

Another avenue for involving par-
ents is a Multicultural Literature 
program, in which parents and 
students explore mathematics to-
gether through reading children’s 
literature and working on related 
mathematics problems. 

An example of a typical session 
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MATH MINUTE FOR PARENTS 

How Can You Help Make the Goals of TEAM-Math a Reality for Your Child? 

1. Set high standards for your child in math. 

2. Point out that many jobs require math. 

3. Help your child see that math is very much a part of everyday life. 

4. Stimulate your child’s interest in technology. 

5. Play  games that help your child develop decision making and mental math skills. 

6. Be positive about math and encourage your child to do his/her best. 

7. Participate in school events like Family Math Nights so that you will be aware of 
things that you can do at home to reinforce what your child is learning in school. 



You can find out much more about TEAM-Math on our website —  
www.TEAM-Math.net. If you have additional questions, contact us at: 

TEAM-Math   E-mail: mail@TEAM-Math.net 
5040 Haley Center  Phone: (334) 844-6881 
Auburn University, AL, 36849 Fax: (334) 844-0124 

Multi-link cubes are used to 
simulate the doubling of the rice 
during the reading of the story, 
so that the younger children can 
understand what is happening.  
Following the reading and dis-
cussion of the story, parents and 
their children are given addi-
tional problems to solve. All of 
the problems are related to find-
ing patterns.  Some of the ques-
tions are answered as a group to 
get the families started, and then 
families work the other problems 
on their own.  As families work 
on the problems facilitators cir-
culate among the families, moni-
toring their progress and provid-
ing hints as needed. 

When the families complete these 
problems, the group reassembles, and 
the families present their solutions. 
As they present their solutions, the 
facilitator asks questions about how 

they solved the problems.   Further, 
children enjoy working with their par-
ents in this setting and over time seem 
to display more confidence and a will-
ingness to engage in problem solving 
activities. This program is being imple-
mented at a number of schools through-
out east Alabama and has been very 
well-received. One parent stated that 

her child “seems to be a bit more enthu-
siastic in math,” and another parent 
stated that he “refreshed his brain.” 

If you and your child would like to take 
part in the multicultural literature 
workshops, contact your child’s school 
to see if they are participating.  We 
hope to see you there! 

www.FigureThis.org is a collection of math 
activities parents can do with their children.   

HELPING YOUR CHILD: 
RESOURCES ON THE WEB 

WINTER 2005 — PAGE 2 TEAM-MATH PARENT UPDATES — VOLUME 1, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEAM-Math 
5040 Haley Center 

Auburn University, AL 36849 

Phone: (334) 844-6881 
Fax: (334) 844-0124 

E-mail: mail@TEAM-math.net 


	Fall 2005

	TEAM-Math Parent Updates — Volume 1, Issue 1

	Math Minute for Parents

	Helping Your Child:
Resources on the Web

	Winter 2005 — Page #

	For More Information



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



